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A store in the Bicentennial Village constructed by volunteers in 1961 to 
celebrate the charter of the Town of Rutland in 1761 . 

(Note the boy at the cracker barrel.) 
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Rutland In The 1950s & 1960s 


The immediate and ongoing postwar era in Rutland was a 
time of significant economic challenge. The industries that had 
sustained the region over the previous decades were facing 
changing circumstances and a decline of interest in the products 
and services they offered. The demand, for example, for the 
marble that had built the stately edifices of an earlier era was 
on the wane and new uses for the stone had yet to be developed. 
Passenger service on the Rutland Railroad ended in the 1950s. 
In terms of freight it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
maintain revenues and profits in the face of growing competition 
from truck haulers and air freight. Economic pressures bore 
down on the downtowm railyard which for a century had been 
a fixture along Merchants Row. Little by little, the railyard’s 
edifices gave way to the wrecker’s ball. 

On top of all this, the floods of November, 1947, had wreaked 
considerable destruction, the flooding being compounded by the 
bursting of the dams below Chittenden Reservoir sending a surge 
of water down East Creek. The damage was particularly severe 
in the city’s working class areas. It also placed heavy burdens on 
the Central Vermont Public Service Company which for years 
would be mired in insurance claims. 

Fortunately, at this critical juncture in the city’s history, it was 
blessed by the presence of determined and visionary leaders with 
the ability to generate confidence and spur economic activity. At 
the forefront of these were corporate and business leaders such as 
Albert Cree and J. Walter Herlihy, who as the chief executives of 
Central Vermont and of General Electric respectively, built their 
companies into solid economic engines providing skilled, well¬ 
paying jobs. Political leaders such as Dan Healy and Jack Daley 
served multiple terms in the 1950s and 1960s (Daley again in 
the 1980s) bringing to their roles boosterism and optimism. The 
city also benefitted from long-serving department leaders such 
as Fire Chief Alfred Koltonski and superintendent of Recreation 
John Cioffredi whose tenures lasted for decades and whose 
names became all but synonymous with the departments they 
led. No doubt the fire department’s reputation and the growing 
list of recreational facilities and opportunities added to the city’s 
ability to attract new industries. 
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Certainly, one of the biggest and best-situated individuals to 
advance the region was Herald publisher Robert Mitchell. In 
thousands of editorials over the years he examined the area’s 
problems and recommended solutions. Meanwhile, managing 
editor Kendall Wild sharpened coverage and raised the caliber 
of writing through talented young reporters. Award winning 
photographer Aldo Merusi and reporter Tom Fagan, who was 
the originator of Rutland’s celebrated Halloween Parade, also 
brought their unique perspectives and talents to the paper. 

Too often today as new issues and new faces command our 
attention on an almost daily basis, we forget the individuals 
who have truly left their imprint on the place we call home. It 
is good to remember them. 



if 

* SR 1 

Wl, 7 

~ V ' 

... r i 


The Quarterly is published by the Rutland Historical Society, 96 Center Street, 
Rutland VT 05701-4023. Co-editors: Jim Davidson and Jacob Sherman. 
Copies are $2 each plus $1 per order. Membership in the Society includes 
a subscription to the Quarterly and the Newsletter. Copyright © 2018 The 
Rutland Historical Society, Inc. ISSN 0748-2493._ 


3 


RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 






RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


John W. Cioffredi, 1931-2004 


To those who worked under John Cioffredi, 
who for more than three decades was the 
superintendent of Rutland’s Recreation 
Department, he was “tough but fair.” There is no 
question he was a man who got things done. When 
Cioffredi was hired by Mayor Dan J. Healy on 
June 6, 1960, Rutland was served by White Park, 
the Rotary Field and Pool, and the Meadow Street 
Playground. When he retired some 34 years later, 
these facilities had been joined by Giorgetti Park 
with its ice and skateboarding arena, Pine Hill 
Park with its interlaced network of hiking and 
mountain biking trails, the White’s swimming 
pool, the Godnick Adult Center, athletic fields at 
Northeast School, and several mini parks. In all 
it amounted to more than a three-fold increase 
in facilities. Cioffredi served as chairman of the 
Vermont Board of Recreation and as president of 
the Vermont Recreation and Park Association. He 
was honored in 1976 for outstanding service to his 
field. In the words of the Rutland Herald : “You 
could not have grown up in Rutland in the 1960s, 
‘70s or ‘80s and not known who John Cioffredi 


was. 
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Albert A. “Bert” Cree, 1898-1976 
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When Albert A. “Bert” Cree passed away, the 
Rutland Herald devoted numerous pages to the 
career of this “Dominator” of the Vermont utility 
industry and to the tributes that flowed in from 
politicians of all stripes and levels. Albert Cree 
was a true giant in the utility field and in local 
civic affairs as well. Born near Gettysburg, Pa, 
he arrived in Vermont in the early 1930s after 
study at Columbia University and a brave stint 
as a flier during World War I. Using knowledge he 
had gained working in Wall Street and at a Maine 
utility, he quickly rose to president of the Central 
Vermont Public Service Company by 1936. There 
followed decades of service building the company 
into Vermont’s biggest utility and meeting a 
variety of challenges from the 1947 floods when 
bursting dams allowed waters from CV-owned 
Chittenden Reservoir to flood Rutland. Cree 
brought rural electrification to Vermont farms. 
He was also a fierce proponent of nuclear power, 
playing a pivotal role in the construction of the 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Plant of which he 
remained a staunch defender. In Rutland, he was 
a major force in the construction of the airport 
and he led the effort that raised $3 million for the 
construction of the new hospital. 
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John J. “Jack” Daley, 1923-2000 


As teacher, alderman, mayor, lieutenant governor, 
and state representative, John J. “Jack” Daley 
devoted many years of service to the people of his 
city and state. A graduate of Mount St. Joseph 
Academy in 1942, he served as a Marine in the 
Pacific Theater during World War II including the 
invasion of Okinawa. After receiving a B.A. from 
Norwich University, he served the city from 1956 
to 1960 as an alderman and from 1961 to 1965 
as mayor. Moving up to the state level, he won 
the lieutenant governorship in 1965. Daley was 
unsuccessful in his run for governor in 1968 losing 
to Deane C. Davis. He returned to Rutland to teach 
for the next twelve years at the junior high school, 
but then in 1981 after a 20-year hiatus re-entered 
politics, winning a second term as the city’s mayor. 
Serving in that capacity till 1987, he completed 
his political career in the 1990s with two terms in 
the Vermont Statehouse. Gregarious, handsome, 
an imposing figure, a consummate people person, 
Daley will be long remembered. 
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Frederic P. Elwert, 1918-1991 

A native of Philadelphia, Fred Elwert was a 
graduate of Columbia College and the Yale School 
of Forestry. Coming to Rutland, he pursued a 
career as a forestry consultant and as founder and 
director of Vermont woods, Inc. Along with his wife 
Eleanor, he was an active member of the Rutland 
Historical Society, becoming a founding member 
in 1969 and serving as its first president. Earlier, 
he was a driving force in the construction of a 
Bicentennial Village honoring the city’s history. 
Fred was elected to three terms as a Rutland side 
judge serving from 1975 to 1984. Also, his passion 
for book collecting led to his starting a business 
selling out-of-print architectural and industrial 
archaeology books. Activity with the Boy Scouts, 
the Proctor Players, and the Rutland County 
Maple Producers Association rounded out a busy 
life. 
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M. Thomson “Tom” Fagan, 
1931-2008 

Born in Rutland, “Tom” Fagan became something 
of a local character with his penchant for the 
macabre and unconventional and his consuming 
interest in the world of comic book adventures 
and fantasy. He was an ardent collector of comic 
books and other Paper Americana and knew many 
of the creators of such superheroes as Batman. 
Tom’s most lasting contribution to Rutland was 
the Halloween Parade which he conceived and 
indefatigably lobbied city officials to bring into 
reality. In fact, it was as Batman that he was 
attired when he rode on a float in the first such 
parade. Tom’s professional life, meanwhile, 
was spent as a reporter for the Rutland Herald 
and later with the Tuttle Publishing Co. A true 
“original,” he was also an authority on the actor 
James Dean and on Southeast Asian Literature. 
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Daniel J. Healy, 1897-1985 

Dan Healy, who served as Rutland’s mayor from 
1949-1957 and again from 1959-1961, was the 
consummate old-school Irish Catholic politician 
who loved people and was in turn loved by them. 
He wore a homburg hat and a flower in his lapel 
and was gifted with superb oratorical skills. 
He was a close friend of the infamous mayor 
of Boston James Michael Curley and a friend 
also of Adlai Stevenson and President John F. 
Kennedy. In Rutland he lived in the working 
class section known as “The Gut,” “Nebraska,” 
or “Happy Valley” where he was always happy 
to greet neighbors or lend a hand. He was “The 
Lion of Forest Street.” Following his father into 
railroading, Healy left the railroad in 1922 to open 
a store on Forest Street and later an insurance and 
real estate agency. He was a Vermont delegate to 
the Democratic National Convention in 1948 and a 
year later elected mayor. Many accomplishments 
were made during his tenure including recovery 
from the damaging floods of 1947. Improvements 
in drinking water protection, recreation facilities, 
shade tree planting, and the airport also marked 
his terms. 
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J. Walter Herlihy, 1913-1995 

When discussion turns to the postwar 
revitalization of Rutland industry, the name of 
J. Walter Herlihy immediately springs to the 
forefront. As general manager of General Electric’s 
Vermont-New Hampshire Aircraft Engine 
operations for over 20 years, he was instrumental 
in GE’s growth to be Rutland’s leading employer. 
His career led to his induction to the national 
Flight Propulsion Hall of Fame in 1986. Outside 
of his job responsibilities, Herlihy, a native of 
Peabody, Mass., served the state of Vermont and 
Rutland region in numerous capacities. To name 
just a few, he served on the Governor’s Planning 
Council, the Governor’s Economic Council, the 
Vermont Housing Commission, Associated 
Industries of Vermont, and the Crossroads Arts 
Council. Locally, he was director of the Downtown 
Development Corporation and a president of 
United Way. Herlihy’s contributions led to “Citizen 
of the Year” and “Man of the Year” awards from 
the Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce. 
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Alfred H. “Jake” Koltonski, 
1895-1977 


Alfred H. “Jake” Koltonski, who served as 
Rutland’s fire chief for over half a century left an 
indelible imprint upon the city. As a 17-year-old 
who had enjoyed hanging around the firehouse 
learning all he could, Jake was finally hired by 
then fire chief and later mayor, Francis Dunn. 
The day he was hired in 1912 the Titanic went 
down. It was also the era when firefighters still 
responded in horse-drawn wagons. In 1924, then 
mayor Dunn appointed Koltonski chief. There 
then followed a long and distinguished career in 
which “Jake” led the city’s fire department into 
the modern era. Perhaps Koltonski’s biggest 
achievement was the construction by 1970 of a 
new modern central firehouse on the very site 
of the Melden School which he had attended as 
a youngster. Over his career Koltonski acquired 
a reputation as a “fire-stopping” chief who snuffs 
fires early by quickly bringing to bear massive 
manpower and equipment resources. Koltonski 
served as president of both the Vermont and 
New England associations of fire chiefs. In 1946 
when he was a candidate for president of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs he lost by 
five votes to the fire chief of Los Angeles. 
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James C. “Jimmy” Marro, 
1913-1996 


In the words of an editorial tribute to him in the 
Rutland Herald , James C. “Jimmy” Marro “came 
as close as anyone of his generation to being 
Rutland’s own Renaissance man.” The tribute 
goes on: “Restaurateur, political insider, state 
Highway Board Chairman, property owner, and 
property developer, [he] accomplished all these 
roles with grace and affability that transcended 
personal doctrines.” Born in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, “Jimmy” as he was known to hundreds of 
friends and acquaintances, was a 1935 graduate 
of Rutland High School. He was perhaps best 
known as the founder of the F airmont Restaurant 
next to the Fairgrounds which for at least a couple 
of decades was the place for movers and shakers 
(real and would-be) to dine and see and be seen. 
When John F. Kennedy came to Rutland early 
in his presidential quest, it was to the Fairmont 
that he stopped to meet and greet. Marro was also 
well known as an entrepreneur who bankrolled 
the start-up of many local businesses. He was a 
member of the Elks Club, the Italian Club, Eagles 
Club, Knights of Columbus, the Rutland County 
Agricultural Society, and the Rutland Country 
Club. 


SEPTEMBER 2019 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


1 

Labor Day 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

SdD 

Rosh Hashanah 







DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO DONATE FOR THE OCTOBER SALE? 




























4 



Rim and historical society 


Aldo Merusi, 1908-1980 


Aldo Merusi was the state editor and 
photographer of the Rutland Herald for more than 
three decades. Known as the “city” photographer, 
he was a ubiquitous presence in his early years 
wielding the standard press camera of the day, the 
four-by-five Speed Graphic with the popping flash 
bulbs. Over a distinguished award-winning career 
he captured everything from community events, 
ribbon cuttings, hunting trophies and athletic 
events to floods, governors, six U.S. presidents, 
and happy schoolkids. Merusi was known for a 
quirky sense of humor with an occasional devilish 
streak. He might for example ask a bald subject 
if he would like a minute or two to comb his hair. 
Photographing a temperance group installing 
new officers, he suggested they might first like 
to relax with a drink. The resulting photo was 
appropriately stern-faced. A graduate of Randolph 
High School where he was a southpaw hurler on 
the baseball team, Merusi pitched a no-run no-hit 
game in the 1920s and in succeeding years on the 
anniversary of this event enjoyed celebrating it in 
print in the local newspaper. He was a graduate 
of Boston University and joined the Herald in 
November, 1935. 
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Robert W. Mitchell, 1910-1993 


Robert W. Mitchell spent more than 50 years at 
the helm of Vermont's second largest newspaper, 
The Rutland Herald. As editor and publisher, 
he championed state and local news coverage 
and sought to maintain the paper’s journalistic 
independence. The thousands of editorials he 
penned during his long tenure can be found 
in the anthology “The Bob Mitchell Years.” A 
native of Randolph, Vermont, where his father 
operated a dry-goods store, he joined the Herald 
in 1935 as a reporter, became an editor in 1941, 
and acted as publisher during World War II. 
Becoming owner-publisher in 1948 after Rutland 
had suffered a disastrous flood, he was vigorous 
in his efforts to promote rebuilding and to meet 
the new economic challenges that came with the 
decline of the railroads and the marble industry. 
He was an early advocate of the ski industry 
and of the importance of modern highways and 
transportation. A steadfast opponent of “chain” 
newspapers, he acquired the Barre-Montpelier 
Times-Argus in 1964 to keep it owned locally. 
The Herald continued under Mitchell family 
ownership until 2016. 
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Kendall Wild, 1928-2015 

As a reporter and editor of the Rutland Herald for 
40 years, Kendall Wild brought a new boldness 
and competitiveness to the Herald’s coverage that 
elevated it to the state’s “paper of record.” Born in 
Chicago, he came to Vermont at the age of five and 
grew up on a farm in Londonderry. A graduate of 
Rutland High School and the Harvard University, 
in 1952 he joined the Herald where his father 
Sargent P. Wild had served as city editor from 
1943 to 1951. After a decade as reporter, he rose to 
managing editor. Wild was noted whether he was 
probing something at city hall or the Montpelier 
state house for his determination to get the lull 
story. He was also noted for hiring and nurturing 
young journalistic talents such as Howard Coffin, 
the Civil War historian, and Robert Kaplan, who 
went on to write many geopolitical books. Harry 
Levins, Nick Marro, Yvonne Daley and Jack 
Crowther exemplify other young journalists who 
flourished under his tutelage. Wild’s style did not 
necessarily endear him to politicians. His passion 
for the news and high standards could also lead to 
a certain ambivalence in the newsroom. Working 
with him “was wonderful,” said Levins, except 
when he threw the glue pot at you. There was only 
one Kendall.” 










DECEMBER 2019 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Pearl Harbor Day 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Hanukkah 

24 

Christmas Day 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 





THE SOC] 

[ETY HAS PUBLICATIONS & G] 

[FT MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE 




TOP - In the early 1950s the Rutland community executed the Rocky 
Pond development with volunteer labor and donated materials from 
all parts of the community. (L to R) Roland Seward, Pay son Webber, 
Mayor Dan Healy, and unknown. 

BOTTOM - Two young people promote the 1959 Rutland Winter 
Carnival. During the decade of the 1950s the Winter Carnival was 
a major February event. 
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